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On May 20th KYMEA members from across Kentucky,
along with power supply partners and other attendees,
gathered for KYMEA's 3rd Annual Members Conference.
Due to COVID-19, the conference was canceled in 2020.

The conference, held annually in Louisville, provides
members with continuing education and the opportunity
to network with those in the power industry. 

KYMEA's members are a collaborative group of municipal
electric systems that are working hard to keep rates low
and stable in Kentucky while providing a solid financial
foundation for the Agency.

Prior to Friday's conference sessions, KYMEA hosted the
Annual Board meeting at its Louisville office on Thursday,
May 19th. The meeting was immediately followed by the
annual Board Strategic Retreat, where the group

reviewed the Strategic Plan priorities and goals and
determined if any updates or additions should be
made.

The Board also looked at opportunities for adding
new member services that may benefit the group
when taking advantage of economies of scale. 

Doug Buresh opened the retreat with a review of the
strategic goals and accomplishments, along with
recommendations for new goals. 

The group met again on Friday morning with a long
day of sessions and an impressive panel of speakers
and industry experts who spoke on a variety of
topics including economic development in Kentucky
and market volatility.
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Congratulations to Kevin Frizzell for over 30 years of
service to Owensboro Municipal Utilities (OMU). Kevin
has announced that he will be retiring from OMU in
August. 

Kevin joined the team at OMU in 1990 as the utility's
Technical Service Manager at the Elmer Smith coal-fired
station. In 2008 he was named Director of Power
Production where he managed the Elmer Smith Station
and over 100 employees. Kevin has served as OMU's
General Manager since December 20, 2018.

Kevin played a key role in the Agency's governance and
provided years of valuable expertise and experience as
a Director on KYMEA's Board.

Thank you, Kevin, for your years of service and
dedication to OMU and KYMEA.

Congratulations on your
retirement!
Kevin Frizzell

MEMBER PARTNERSHIP
It all begins with our most important partnership – the
partnership between the KYMEA members, their customers,
and the agency they created and govern. The business
model objective of KYMEA is to provide cost-effective
resources and services for the benefit of its members to
enable them to achieve objectives they have set for
themselves more efficiently and at lower costs than they
could achieve individually.

Since KYMEA began supplying and transmitting power for
the all-requirements project, the members have realized
$17 million dollars of savings compared to what their rates
would have been, had they remained with LG&E/KU. 

In the first three years of operation, KYMEA has paid off its
start-up debt and accumulated over $24 million in
unrestricted and restricted cash for working capital,
collateral, and hedging activities. A portion of the
unrestricted cash is accessible in a rate stabilization fund.
This fund preserves competitive and stable rates during
turbulent economic and power market conditions.

ADVISORY PARTNERSHIP
To navigate an uncertain future, KYMEA enlists the help of
key subject matter experts who provide a fresh set of eyes
on problems we are trying to solve and future uncertainty
we want to address. The heavy lifting of creating an
organization as complex as KYMEA would not have occurred
without the expertise, guidance, and dedication of our
power supply, transmission, and legal experts who have
worked with the founding KYMEA members for decades and
were instrumental in the formation of the Agency. We refer
to this team as our advisors, and we feel very fortunate to
be able to tap their expertise on projects and challenges we
face knowing that their focus is on the success of KYMEA.

POWER SUPPLIER PARTNERSHIP
An important partnership exists with our power suppliers.
The criteria for selecting our suppliers are competitive

Building KYMEA's Next Bridge
BY DOUG BURESH

Greetings,

A driving force behind KYMEA’s
achievements is the partnerships we
have forged.   We refer to the
partnerships as building bridges for
success. Our measure of success is
very simple. Do our actions and
activities benefit the members and their
customers? The partnerships KYMEA
chooses keep that singular focus in
mind. 

cost, reliability, and environmentally responsible power
supply. We also consider intangible attributes such as
integrity, responsiveness, and collaboration. In the fast-
moving power industry, where the market conditions and
rules are very fluid, KYMEA and the suppliers must work
together to address and solve real-life problems. Our
suppliers have been instrumental in addressing operational
issues such as balancing load and ensuring resource
adequacy during times when the power grid is stressed by
high demand.



Kentucky Chamber Public Affairs Forum
with Senator McConnell

On April 12, 2022, the Kentucky Chamber hosted an
exclusive Public Affairs Forum in Louisville. The
conversation was moderated by  CNN Contributor and
RunSwitch PR Co-Founder Scott Jennings. Discussions
included the nation's economy, energy policy, the newest
U.S. Supreme Court confirmation, and the most recent
Ukraine crisis.

As Kentuckians, we are very familiar with Senator McConnell
and his impressive record, as the longest-serving Senate
Republican Leader in our nation's history. He has been
praised for his many years of service and leadership at the
Capital. 

Scott Jennings, a native of Princeton, Kentucky, and a
graduate of the University of Louisville, also served in key
roles for both George W. Bush campaigns as well as Special
Assistant to the President in 2005.

During the forum, Leader McConnell was awarded the
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce "Congressional MVP
Award" for his work on business issues in Washington, D.C.
The award of a Louisville Slugger Bat signifies the leader
"going to bat" for business.

“The U.S. Chamber is proud to call you a partner and ally on
Capitol Hill,” U.S. Chamber of Commerce President and CEO
Suzanne P. Clark stated in her speech during the forum. She
also noted that Leader McConnell was “a ballast against
anti-business and anti-free market forces.”
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OPERATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
Delivering power supply is a 7x24 operation where supply
must meet demand to ensure reliable power for our
member’s customers. To make this happen, KYMEA
coordinates a team of operational partnerships between
7x24 market operations, information technology,
cybersecurity, engineering, finance and accounting, and
media and communications.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS
KYMEA is working to support and strengthen the economic
climate in our communities through our membership in the
Kentucky Chamber. KYMEA sits on the Energy &
Environmental Council, Competitiveness Council, and the
Kentucky Infrastructure Coalition. Our goal is to advance a 

business-friendly environment in our member communities,
through competitive and stable electricity rates, that will
promote new businesses and expansion and provide jobs
and other economic benefits.

BUILDING OUR NEXT BRIDGE
At last count, KYMEA has no less than 25 partnerships we
depend on to operate the agency and plan for the future.
Our Annual Conference is the time we invite all our partners
to come together, network, exchange ideas, and celebrate
the success of the Agency. We are extremely grateful for all
our partnerships and look for to the next bridge for success
we will build.

*photo credit for the above photo goes to the Kentucky Chamber.

https://www.uschamber.com/chambers-of-commerce/full-transcript-kentucky-chamber-public-affairs-forum-remarks-by-suzanne-p-clark
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KYMEA kicked off the Annual Members Conference this year
on Thursday morning with the Annual Board Meeting at 10
am in KYMEA's offices, followed by a Strategic Planning
Session. 

Towards the end of the Board meeting, Josh Callihan,
Chairman of the Board of Directors, honored Kevin Frizzell
and awarded him for his service to the Agency. Kevin has
served as a Board member for over 4 years and played a
critical role during the Agency's formation in 2015.

In September 2019 KYMEA hosted its first Strategic
Planning session with Tim Blodget as the facilitator. During
that session, KYMEA Directors established the Agency's
vision, mission, and core values. They also developed four
key priority categories; Financial Stability, Growth, Resource
Planning, and Organization. Along with each strategic
priority, several goals were established to accomplish the
priority. 

Important Dates
June

17th         BROC Meeting
23rd         Combined Meeting of the AR Project
                Committtee and Board of Directors

July

August
19th         Executive Committee Meeting
25th         Board Meeting

28th         Combined Meeting of the AR Project     
                Committtee and Board of Directors
 

Each year the Agency meets to review the goals and spend
time aligning and updating the goals to the Agency's current
needs. In 2021 the Agency published a Strategic Plan
Update which can be viewed on the website at KYMEA.org.

Annual Members Conference
BY MICHELLE HIXON

Welcome: Year
in Review

Doug Buresh described
the Agency's
accomplishments in its
first three years working
together to supply
wholesale power to the
eight All Requirements
members.
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As May 2022 marks the third full year that the Agency has
operated as the wholesale electric supplier for eight All
Requirements communities, the sessions began on Friday
morning with a "Year in Review" presentation by Doug
Buresh, President and CEO of KYMEA.

Next up was Andy Whitesitt, Senior Vice President & Chief
Business Development Officer for ACES. This session was
very interesting as Andy provided a review of the markets
which are in a state of uncertainty Andy hasn't seen in the
course of his career. The session highlighted fundamentals
impacting price volatility around the country and also how
the continued development of renewable generation is
impacting the industry and markets. 

We were excited to welcome Dennis Pidherny, Managing
Director - Public Finance and Andrew DeStefano, Director -
US Public Finance from Fitch Ratings to speak on the topic
of Rating Agencies: Outlook for Public Power. They
discussed inflation, affordability, environmental regulation,
and ESG and how these issues could impact credit quality at
KYMEA and entities across the utility and energy sector.

KYMEA welcomed for the first time to the Annual
Conference, Charles Aull, Senior Policy Analyst at the
Kentucky Chamber. Charles discussed Kentucky's unique
geographical location, business-friendly environment, and
low cost of living and how it positions Kentucky for
economic growth. He analyzed some challenges in reaching 
our full economic potential and addressed the evolving
economic landscape, as well as steps we can take to help
move Kentucky forward.

Heather Overby, KYMEA's VP of Finance & Accounting and
CFO along with Rob Leesman, VP of Market Analytics gave a
presentation on how KYMEA uses hedging to manage
market volatility in order to keep rates stable for the
members. They explained risks that are inherent in RTO and
non-RTO energy markets. Heather and Rob reviewed the
Agency's speculation-free hedging methodology and
internal controls in place to protect the Agency, as well as
tools that hedging provides to lower market risk. The
session ended with an opportunity for participants to put
what they learned to practice in an interactive hedging
contest. Congratulations to Ron Herd, KYMEA Director from
Corbin and Russ Pogue, Manager of Member Relations at
Big Rivers Electric Corporation for choosing the most
profitable heading strategy and winning the game.

Annual Members Conference
Continued
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Sessions ended on Friday afternoon with Scott Cochenour,
Vice President of Utility Services from Wesco. Scott
delivered a presentation on the Current Supply Chain State
and Actions that Will Drive Results. 

Over the past couple of years, the effects of the pandemic
have hit supply chains in ways we've never seen before. The
utility and energy industries were no exception. KYMEA's
Directors have experienced the challenges firsthand. They
have seen lead times on transformers more than triple and
costs double. Scott explained how Wesco has been dealing
with the challenges and creative steps they and others have
taken to relieve the stress of long lead times and help
manage the supply chain challenges for their customers.

This year's conference was a success! Attendees were glad
to be together in person and enjoyed networking with other
attendees and partners. We are always very thankful for the
sponsors who make this event possible year after year.

Thank you to our 2022
sponsors!

Photo by the Mayfield Messenger

https://www.mayfield-messenger.com/
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KYMEA Members

Earned APPA Safety &

Reliability Awards

Safety Award of Excellence, First Place, Group C
(30,000 to 59,999 worker-hours of exposure)

Safety Award of Excellence, Honorable Mention,
Group E (110,000 to 249,999 worker-hours of
exposure)
RP3 Designation as a Reliable Public Power Provider

RP3 Designation as a Reliable Public Power Provider

Madisonville Electric Department

Frankfort Plant Board

Berea Municipal Utilities



Kentucky Municipal Energy Agency
1700 Eastpoint Pkwy. Ste. 220
Louisville, KY 40223

#PUBLICPOWERFORKENTUCKY

www.kymea.org LinkedIn contact@kymea.org

If you have ideas for the next Power Post, please email Michelle Hixon at mhixon@kymea.org.

http://www.kymea.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kentucky-municipal-energy-agency/
https://www.kymea.org/contact-us

